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N OURT-MARTIALS not having of 
A ſome Time paſt m into great Re- 

pute tromtheir Proceedings, the late 4 
one which ſate on V. A. L. fired with 
rs a noble Zeal of reſtoring 3 
Credit of thoſe Courts, and greedy of that Praiſe 
which is due to juſt and upright Actions, has pub- 
it'd the Reaſons on which they founded the Sen- 
tence pronounced by them. For my Part, I neither 
mow Mr, L. nor Mr. M. nor any Perſon who is 
luppoſed to take under his Protection the firſt, nor 
liole who recommended * ſecond to his 3 

mand. 


(2) 

mand. They are & indifferent to me; IJ, from 
the Bottom of my Heart, wiſh themteththeir 
Deſerts. But as the C—t-M-—1 has thought 
fit to attempt giving Satisfaction to, the World, 
or, at teaſt, a popular Sanction to their own Pro- 
ceegings by printing the Caſe, they vill not be 
ſurprized if there ſhould be thoſe, whowill make 
Uſe of that Indulgence, and aſk farther Satisfac- 
tion, where Satisfaction, in the Juſtification which 
they have publiſh'd, is not to be found, They 
have acquitted V. A. L. honourably, and no 
doubt he is an honourable Man; others too 
have been acquitted, and they too are honoura- 
ble Men ; and as the Members, of which the 
Court conſiſted, have not departed from their 
own Honour in order to patch up Mr, L's Ho- 
nour, they too are honourable Men. I could wiſh, 
however, for their greater Honour, that they had 
not finiſhed that long Argument, Pag. 7, No 2, 
to 9, with this Concluſion, that under either 
© circumſtance, in the Line a-. breaſt before the 
Wind, or with the Wind on the Larboard 
© Quarter, the V. A. muſt have been the Lee- 
© wardmoſt ;* ſince they themſelves affirm, Pap. 
the 10th, That in Line of Battle a-breaſt before 
* the Wind all Ships are equally. to Leeward. 
What? all equally to Leeward in a Line of Battle 
a-breaſt before the Wind, and yet ſome the Lee- 
wardmoſt? I could wiſh ſuch a ſeeming Contra- 
diction had been omitted, becauſe it may gie 
Occaſion to People, who do not ſee Things jult 
in the ſame Light with the C—-t-M—], to te- 
tort upon them the Remark made by them Pag. 
14, and to ſay, that the Sentence is inconſiſtent 
with itſelf, having termed the ſame Situation, in 
* expreſs Terms, a differeyt Situation.” 

If the V. A. was neareſt the Enemy, or 27 
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ly near the Enemy, he was moſt certainly the 
Leewardmoſt, But then if the Evidence, upon 
whoſe Authority this is taken, depoſe, That the 
Fleet was, at the ſame Time, in a Line a- breaſt 
before the Wind. Here is an evident Contradic- 
tion; for, from the Arguments given by the C. 
M. in this Paragraph, it appears, that in the Line 
a-breaſt before the Wind, the Centre, or the A. 
muſt have been two Miles nearer the Enemy than 
the right Wing led by Mr. L. either then Mr. 
L. was not equally near the Enemy, ora great 
1 out of the Line of Breaſt before the 
Wind. et | 

Pag. the roth, If the Fleet had brought to 
© upon each other Beam, as the Line of Battle a- 
* breaſt requires, more than one Half his Majeſ- 
© ty's Fleet muſt have been to Leeward of the E- 
© nemy's Fleet; and have cut their Line of Battle 
et right Angles, therefore the Signal for the 
Line a-breaſt, neither ſhould nor could have 
been regarded.“ Very likely. But I am extreme- 
ly ſurprized that the C. M. ſhould have been 
ananimoufly of Opinion, that the Signal ought not 
to have been regarded on account of the Situa- 
ton, and ill Conſequences attending it, ſince 
the greateſt part of the Members of which 
the C. M. conſiſted, thought fit to caſhier 


C. —＋ for not punctually obeying Orders as 
they pretend, though every body allows, even his 


a Enemies and Accuſers allowed, that the Engliſh 
u Fleet was ſaved from abſolute Deſtruction by his 


. prudent Conduct. As to the remaining Part of 
Th this Paragraph, which ſays, But if the Ships 
* vere nearly in Line a- breaſt with the Wind two 


Points upon the Larboard- Quarter and there 
brought to, they would nearſy bring to in a 
Line a-head, and then the Sternmoſt would be 

B 2 Lecwardmoſt; 
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Leewardmoſt; therefore the V. A. muſt be as 
far to Leeward, as the A. when brought to, 
Moſt certainly, and even farther to Leeward 
than the A. But what is, at the End, gained by 
all this Shew, and grand Apparatus of Reafoning ? 
What produced by this Mountain in Labour ? 
Doth not the whole amount to this, That if the 
V. A. was in the Line a-breaft, he was not out of 
the Line a-breaſt ; if every one was in his pro- 
r Station, no one was out of it, and eve 
hing proceeded according to Rule and Order, 
If the Charge accuſes the V. A. of not being in 
his Station, or to Windward, it cannot admit 
that he was in the Line a-breaft. If the Charge was 
diſproved by the Evidence, and the C. M. gover- 
ned itfelf by Facts properly proved, What Need 
was there of all theſe Deductions, but to amuſe 
the Vulgar ? If they themſelves had any other 
Conception of them, they reſemble the Squirrel 


in the rolling Cage : 


Mov'd in the Orb, pleas'd with the Chimes, 
The f iſh Creature thinks he climbs ; 
But here or there turn Wood or Wire, 

He never gets two Inches higher, 


There is an unlucky Fate attends the C. M. 
whenever they aſpire to Reaſon, Pag. 11. Ne 4. 
© If the V. A. had been to Windward of the A. 
* at Night, when he brought to by the Wind's 
* ſhifting one whole Quarter of the Compals, i. e. 
« from Eaſt South-Eaſt to North North-Eaſt, he 
* muſt have been neareſt right a-head of the A. in 
the Morning; whereas it appears he was abaf his 
Weather - Beam.“ This Argument, abſurd in 1ts 
very Principle and Foundation, as will appear n s 


the Examination of Mr. L's Defence, is farther be f 
> , abſurd, link 
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abſurd, in as much as it ſuppoſes, That the V. A. 
if he had been to the Windward of his Station, 
could not have been under different Winds ® 
from the Ai: Whereas they themſelves, Pag. 
14; and again, Pag. 15, ſuppoſe, that in his 
Station he was under different Winds; and will 
they, in their great Wiſdom, determine the ex- 
act Place where thoſe different Winds began, 
© Whence they came, and whither they went'? 
Or is the Reader, at Pag. 11 of the Sentence, 
expected to believe there were no different 
Winds; and, at Pag. 14 and 15, to believe there 
were different Winds? In one Part to give Credit 
to one Thing, and in another to the direct con- 
trary ? See this more fully explained by the ſecond 
Plan at the End, where the great Confidence and 
implicit Faith, which the C. M. had in the Pris 
ſoner, that he was not diſpoſed to miſlead them, 
will be evidently proved. 0. 

Pag. 12, and 14. The Night being ſine and 
clear, and the A. being able to ſee the V. A. 
das well as the V. A. was to ſee the A. Both of 
which appears by moſt of the Witneſſes, if the 
„A. had thought the V. A. too far to Wind- 
'ward, or out of his Station, he might have ſent 
e Boat to him with Orders to join him nearer, 
' or elſe have ſuperſeded him, and not truſted his 
judgment or Integrity the next Day.“ Grant- 
ng there was a Neglect of Duty in Mr. M. if he 
kw Mr, L. at that Diftance, and that his Accu- 
ation of Mr. L. affords a juſt 'Recrimination on 
limſelf, yet Mr. M—'s. Neglect doth not prove 
Mr. Ls Diligence; and in Extenuation of his 

| Fault, 


* See Mr. L's Plan, where the Winds are ſuppoſed to be 
te ſame with the A-—1 and V. A— !, in order to bring 
dinſelf, in the Morning, right a-head of the Al, 
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Fault, Mr. M. perhaps would ſay, that depend. 
ing on the V. A's Skill and Knowledge, he 
thought he would bave joined him nearer during 
the Night, for it was impoſſible for the V. A. to 
poſe, that he (the A.) intended the Fleet 
ſhould be fo far ſeparated, and his Strength di- 
vided ; the Enemy ſo near. That if the V. A, 
feared the Danger of running foul of, and endam. 
maging Ships {ix Miles diſtant from him, (and of 
which; even if he had come into his Station, there 
was little Danger of running foul) or feared the 
Rigour of the A.- towards him, he might ſoon 
have freed himſelf from that Difficulty : For 
was it not equally eaſy for Mr. L. having the 
Service warm at Heart, to have: done what the 
C. M. has pointed out for him (Mr. M.) to 
have ſent a Boat to Mr. M. to acquaint him, That Wl * 
fearing to diſobey the Signal he had brought to 
immediately on the Signal, but apprehended 
- himſelf at too great a Diſtance, and deſired Leave MW 
to have cloſed the Line? Or were Orders to be 
obeyèd ſo punctually that even a Boat was not to 
paſs for Fear of miſcarrying in the Night, unleſ Wl 
ſent by the A. in Chief? Or would ſuch a ſub- 'b 
miſſive Application have humbled the Spirit of a ſt 
v. A. too much? There would, however, been this "* 
Compenſation to a Heart warm in his Country's WM. 
Cauſe, the Good ariſing to his King and Coun- D 


try. However, had he gone ſuch Lengths, . 
there were no Orders, and an inferior A— 101 


Buſineſs is to obey, and not promote the Ser- 
vice without being enjoined, and having a 
abſolute Neceſſity of doing ſo. This, per. le b 
haps, or ſomething of this Sort, Mr. M. wou en 
ſay, and that as to ſuperſeding, it would have 


been neceſſary to form a new Line of * 
W Ly, Whic 


121 


which would have required ſo long Time, as to 
give the Enemy an Opportunity of eſcaping, 
and that afterwards, there was no ſuch preſſing 
Occaſion as to make it immediately neceſſary. 
What Weight this is of I don't ſo much care, be- 
cauſe, though I think the Miſcarriage was entire- 
ly owing to the too great Diſtance of Mr, Z's 
Diviſion on the Morning of the Action, I ſhall 
not look on it as owing to Mr, L's bringing to 
the Night preceding the Action to the Wind- 
ward, but to what he himſelf alledges (and the 
C. M confirms) the Indraught of the Iſlands, 
which carried him away during the Night, and: 
upon that Footing, which he chooſes to put 
it on himſelf, examine whether he was, or was 
not, anſwerable for the Miſcarriage, But in 
the firſt Place it will be neceſſary to go through 
the remarkable Paſſages of the Sentence, if the 
nfinite Number, and extraordinary Nature of. 
them, leave any Poſſibility of ſo doing. 
Pag. 13, Nor if it was admitted that the V. A. 
brought to Wind ward, and a- ſtern of his Station, 
is the Concluſion juſt, that therefore he muſt have 
been further to Windward, and at a greater Di- 
' ſtance the next Morning; from which the C. M. 
nake the Concluſion, that The Charge is in- 
conſiſtent with itſelf, having termed the ſame 
Diſtance, in expreſs Terms, a greater Djſtance.” 
When a Perſon accuſes another of Inconſiſten- 
ws in common Life in private Company, if he 
Goth not make good his Charge the Company. 
zncrally ſtare z if eyidently miſtaken in his Aim, 
te blunders and diſcovers Inconſiſtencies in his 
dun Charge, and there only he becomes the Ob- 
xt, to ſome, of Pity; to others, of Laughter. 
but theſe Things can never happen to ä 
wit 
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with Dignity and Authority; their Situation ſe. 
cures them againſt theſe Frailties; in a Multitude 
of Councellors there is Safety; and as in them 
ſuch an Error would be infinitely more ridiculous, 
they avoid ſuch a Stumbling-Block with propor- 
tionable Caution. However, we will venture to 
bring this Inconfiſtency to the Teſt. 

Nor, if it was admitted that the V. A. brought 
to, to Windward, is the Concluſion juſt, that 
therefore he muſt have been farther to Wind- 
ward the next Morning. In the Charge there is 
no ſuch Concluſion: l have read and read it a- 
gain, and venture to affirm, there is no ſuch Con- 
clufion ; it ſays only, that Mr. L. not uſing the 
Means which were in his Power to have got in his 
Station, was, at Break of Day, a greater Diſtance 
from it. Was not this true in Fact, that at Break 
of Day he was at a greater Diſtance : And ſuppo- 
fing the Charge true, that he was to Windward at 
bringing to, ſix or four Miles, might not that di- 
ſtant Situation have occaſioned his being at a grea- 
ter Diſtance in the Morning ? Doth not one Evil 
generally create another ? Suppoſe, for Inſtance, 
his being removed, at bringing to, four Miles from 
his Station placed him within the Indraught, 
which carried him away, or placed him within 
the Reach of different Winds, (as the C. M. 
affirms he was) would not then his Diſtance 
at bringing to, have been the original Cauſe 
of a greater Diſtance in the Morning? The C. M. 
- ſay, All Things being equal, the Diſtance muſt 
have remained the ſame;* yet the very next 
Thing they ſay, is, that all Things were not e- 
qual, and that the Diſtance was greater; for the) 
admit that the Winds and Currents were diffe- 


rent, and Diſtance increaſed thereby. Is this the 
a x Extent 
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Extent of the Capacity of Men advanced to high 
and important Stations, and ſet to judge over Af- 
fairs of the laſt Conſequence to this Country, arro- 
eating to themſelves the ſole and exclufive Privi- 
edge of being inconſiſtent, which they uninterrupt- 
edly enjoy; for the Charge leaves it entire to them, 
nd moſt evidently ſtands clear of any Inconſiſten- 
cy in the Inſtance which they mention. 

Pap. 14, Ne 3. The Signal for the Line 
' of Battle being repeated next Morning, is a 
proof that it was hauPd down over-night.” A 
very notable Diſcovery ! that it muſt have been 
hauled down before it could be ſet up again: But 
s this a Proof that it did not continue up one, 
two, or three Hours after the Signal for bringing 
to; that it did not continue ſuch Time, in which 
might be reaſonably ſuppoſed that the whole 
Fleet was brought to in proper Place? If it be 
ranted that 1t continued ſuch a Time, the Reſt of 
tne Night is at their (the C. M's) Service to 
lipoſe of as they pleaſe either with or without 
Sipnal, 

Pag. 15, and 16, * The V. A, did not in any 
Manner, ſhorten Sail on the 11th of PFebru- 
'ary, till the Signal was made by the A. for 
'kaving off Chace.“ I don't doubt, without ſee- 
ng the Trial, but this was proved to the Satiſ- 
ktion of the Court. But I will juſt quote what 
Mr. L. himſelf has ſaid on this Occaſion in a 
book, entitled, A. M 3 his Charge diſſected 
nd confuted, well known to have been wrote by 
im, and bearing evident Marks of the Author; 
if he ſhould think fit to deny it, his Denial will 


@ him very little Service, either with regard to 


ts Veracity, or defeating the Evidence, for I 
"ll bring, in Support of the ſame Fact, his own 
C 
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Evidence beyond his Power of Contradiction. 
It is faid, Pag. 18, The ſtudding Sails of the 
Neptune were kept Abroad as long as they real. 
ly did any Service; and the Occaſion of their 
being haul'd down, was the Torbay being a-ſtern 
of her, out of her Station; which Ship, with all 
the Sail ſhe could croud, could never get into it: 
* And as the Neptune was remarkable for pitch- 
© ing exceſſively in a Swell, which Mr. L. had fa- 
© tally experiencd in the Loſs of her Maſts in 
© her Eaſſage from England, had they been ſet a. 
gain, they could have been of no other Service, 
than to have filenced the Malice and Detraction 
of this Charge; and by their flapping to and fro, 
the Maſt would have been endangered; and Mr. 
L. can prove, that upon this Account alone he 
© had ſeveral Applications made to him by the 
Officers before they were hauled down; nei. 
* ther are theſc troubleſome Sails altogether ſo 
proper to engage with, the old Practice having 
been to furl the Main- ſail to prevent firing the 
Ship.“ The Danger his Ship was in of being 
fired excites one's Laughter : And it muſt be own- 
ed, he began to fear in good Time, But, per- 
haps, Mr. L. is not anſwerable for every Thing 
that is publiſh'd, knew nothing of this Book; 
never heard of it to this Day. Will he then de 
ny too, that when firſt called on by the Ad 
in chief to give an Account of this Affair, he re. 
turned an Anſwer in theſe very Words: The 
* ſtudding Sails continued Abroad long after 30 
made the Signal for Battle, and Were hauled 
< down for the Torbay to come up into her Stati 
don (according to the Order of Battle you had 
© been pleaſed to preſcribe) who, with every 8 th 


« ſet, could not get into it, though theſe were no th 
| N 0 altogethe la 
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«altogether ſo proper to engage with ; the old 
practice having been to furl the Mainſail to pre- 
« yent firing the Ship :* Which Words help to 
prove the Author of the Book before quoted. 
Now obſerve the Progreſs of this Affair. In the 
Mediterranean, Mr. L. ſays, they were hauled 
down to give Time for the Torbay to come into 
her Station. Sometime after Mr. L. came into 
England, we were grown a little more hardy, 
and then they were kept Abroad, as long as they 
really did any Service; though Pag. the goth of 
the ſame Book, they do a little Service. But on 
our Trial (fee what Change Times, with other 
Helps, will produce) on our Trial, © the ſtud- 
ding Sails were kept Abroad during the whole 
Time.“ Pag. 34 of Mr. L's Defence; that is, 
from the Time the Signal was made to engage 
before Eleven in the Morning (near three Hours 
before the Engagement began) till the Signal was 
made to leave off Chace, Now the Time when 
the ſtudding Sails were hauled down, was ſome 
Time after the Torbay dropt a- ſtern, which (Pa 
the 38th of Mr. L's Defence) was before the A 
tion began; nor did ſhe come into her Station 
till the Signal was made for leaving off Chace 
Whence this Confidence; whence this Secu 
rity on his Trial of gaining Credit in this 
Aſſertion, flatly contradicted by himſelf, I 
vill not preſume to ſay. I will preſume to ſay, 
that if he could prove to the Satisfaction of the 
—— his ſtudding Sails were not hauled down, 
no Man can wonder at his proving he did not reef 
the Morning of the Action, or whatever elſe he 
pleaſed. Ibeg Leave to mention with Regard to 
the Neptune, and Ships a-ſtern, ſhortening Sail; 
that if, inſtead of ſhortening Sail in Order to keep 
their Station, they had paſſed the Ships which 
ailed lower, and let them have taken their Sta- 

C2 tion 
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tion a-ſtern, the Line would have been ſooner 


cloſed ; which is the only End I would propoſe 
by it, and not giving Chace to the ſternmoſt Sbips 
of the Enemy. But, ſays Mr. L. Pag. 19, of 


the Book above-quoted, the V. A. had no Au- 


thority to alter Mr. M's Diſpoſition ; and for 
Proof, refers to the 24th Article of the F ighting- 
Inſtructions, making directly againſt him; for 
Proof of which we need only recite the Article: 
No Ship in the Fleet ſhall leave his Station on 2. 
ny Pretence whatever, till he has acquainted his 
© Flag, or the next Flag-Officer to him, with the 
Condition of his Ship, and received his Direction 
therein.“ Now if the Article had only faid, his 
Flag; it muſt have meant the Flag of his Divi. 
ſion; but the Addition of, the next Flag Officer, 
places the Authority in Mr, L. beyond the Reach 
of Cavil. 

If Mr. L. ſhould deny his Quotation of the 
24th Article for this Purpoſe, we can prove i: 
Juſt as eaſily as we have done other Things 2 

ve. | 

Pag. 17. If it had been true that the A. 
© reefed, and there is no other Signal to reef 
© but the Example of the Commander in chit 
© therefore it would have been no Breach ol 
Duty; and if any Accident had befallen the 
Neptune from not reefing when the A. had ( 
the Example, the V. A. muſt have been te 
ſponſible for it.” I am aſtoniſh'd that the C 
M. ſhould be ſo poſitive, without having eve 
ſeen the Fighting · Inſtructions; for that the 
never ſaw the Fighting - Inſtructions, is eviden 
from this, that the 12th Article in the Fighting 
Inſtructions runs thus: hen the A. could hat 
him who commands in the ſecond Poſt aud vi 
Squadron make more Sail, 1b himſelf ſhorten. Sal 


he will boiſt a white Flag on the -Enfign-Stof 
al 
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and there is no other Signal whatever for him 
who commands in the ſecond Poſt to make more 
Sail, However abſurd, therefore, it may ſeem 
to afirm, that a C. M. in which were two Ad- 
-, had never ſeen the Fighting-InſtruRions, 
| dare affirm it: For, if reefing is comprehended 
in ſhortening Sail, the V. A. is not only excu- 
ſed from following the A's Example, but is ex- 
preſly forbid doing it. I am not unaware that 
the Signal for making more Sail is not uſually kept 
abroad, but hawled down immediately, and that 
Advantage will be taken from thence to ſay, 
that the Admiral reefing is a new Signal ſuper- 
ſeding the former: But the contrary is evident 
from common Senſe. For that Part of the In- 
firution forbidding the V. A. to ſhorten Sail 
muſt have Reſpe& to ſome Time or other, ei- 
ther the Time the Signal is making, or after it is 
made; it cannot be intended for the Time when 
the Signal is making, becauſe it would be in Ef- 
ſect ſaying, When the A. gives the Signal for 
your making more Sail, be ſure to believe he 
really means it, Don't be perſuaded by any o- 
ther Thing which he is doing himſelf, that he 
contradicts himſelf, has loſt his Senſes, and be- 
ing mad, would have you ſhorten Sail at the 
very Time he orders you to make more Sail. 
This would be ridiculous enough : Therefore it 
muſt reſpect ſome Diſtance of Time after, viz. 
tl the V. A. gets into his Station; And the 
ſhortening Sail cannot be juſtified till then, with- 
out ſome evident Neceflity, which Mr. L. al- 
lows he had not. And the Addition is natural 
enough in this Senſe ; for, if the Admiral doth 
not find the V. A. make that Advance which 
he expected from more Sail, it would not be 
Matter of Wonder, if on ſome Occaſions he 
ſhould 


— — 


(14) 

ſhould ſhorten Sail, to give the V. A. Time to 
come up; and then his reefing might be miſ. 
underſtood at ſome Diſtance of Time for a new 
Signal; eſpecially as there is no other Signal for 
reefing but the Example of the Ad---1; there. 
fore this was a proper and reaſonable Precaution | 
againſt taking, at ſome Diſtance of Time, the 
3 reefing for a Signal for the V. A. to 
reef. 

Pag. 18. Ne 2. The Meſſages ſent to the 
V. -A- -I by the A- 's two Lieutenants, 
were, to make what Sail he poſſibly could to 
© cloſe the Line with his Diviſion ; no Signal 
« was made for him to chace? To what Pur- 
5 ſhould the A-----1 make Signal for the 

A.— -H to chaſe, when he could not even come 
into the Line. If the V---A----1 had been in 
Place, there had been an Opportunity for cha- 
cing, and cutting of the ſternmoſt Ships of the 
Enemy, if chacing had been neceſſary for that 
Purpoſe : But, to make Signal for chacing to a 
Diviſion of the Fleet, which could not come up 
into the Line, would have been piping to thoſe 
who could not dance. And as for making Signa 
for ſending particular Ships to chace, what is the 
Signal to be made? Is the C. M. ignorant 
that in the Fighting - Inſtructions there is n 
Signal for that Purpoſe? Doth the C. M. con 
ſider that they are ſpeaking of the Time © 
Engagement? Beſide, the Charge ſays not 
Word _- chacing, and evidently means tha 
Mr. L. mght have come to an Engagement 
without chacing. 

Pag. 19. It doth not appear that the V--- 
„% A----] hauled up, or yawed (unleſs acciden 
&« tally, when, for want of Wind, the Ship coulc 
*« not anſwer her Helm) nor ſteered an * 
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« Courſe to cloſe the Line, and join the Center- 
« Diviſion.” I will not — to ſet up any 
other Perſon's, or any Number of People's 
judgment, in Oppoſition to that of the C. 
M. incomprehenſibly wiſe as it is: But, of 
this I am ſure, that if the Evidence relating as 
well to reefing, mentioned, pag. 17, as ſteering, 
the moſt proper Courſe were ſet one againſt an- 
other, they would make a very extraordinary 
Contraſt, I will only mention what was faid 
in a certain place by C. M- sb, C. of the Win- 
— ſea, with Regard to the laſt, viz. that of 
ſteering the moſt proper Courſe, the Minutes of 
the H. of C. were not allowed to be printed, 
nor doth any one dare to print any Part of 
them; but one may depend on it, as he was 
examined there, he did not materially differ 
from what is ſet down here. if the Queſtion 
was aſk'd there. But in a certain Place being 
aſk'd concerning his Opinion as to the ſteering 
a proper Courſe, he ſaid, he was of Opinion, 
that he could have bore away, and have join'd 
the other Ships; and added this remarkable 
Circumſtance, tnat his Crew heard him fay, 
What can be the Reaſon be doth not bear away? 
If the People of his Ship heard this, at that 
Time it is probe that the Words aroſe pure- 
ty from his Obſervation of the Object before 
him, whatever Effe& the Attachment to this, 

or that Party, might have after the Action. 
Pag. 21, * If the V. A's whole Diviſion had 
© been abſolutely away, and the four ſternmoſt 
* Ships of the Enemy, (who were of no more 
* dervice in the Engagement to the Enemy, 
* than the V. A's Diviſion was to his Majeſty's 
* Fleet) had been alſo excluded, the reſt of his 
s Majeſty's 


—— 
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* Majeſty's Fleet, would have ſtill remained ſu- 
© perior to the reſt of the combined Fleet 
What an excellent Method of drawing Mr. L. 
out of all Embarraſment at once, and placing 
him beyond the Reach of all Attacks? What a 
Pity this Argument was not produced at the 
Beginning ? But I ſuppoſe it was reſerved for a 
Coup d' Eclat, otherwiſe what a deal of fruitleſs 
Pains it would have ſaved ; for it would have 
juſtified Mr. L. whatever his Conduct had been, 
providing he had not rendered the Enemy ſupe- 
rior, by joining them, it would with equal Rea- 
ſon have ſerved for his Juſtification, if he had 
failed directly to {taly, or any other Part of the 
World, as ſoon as he left Hieres- Bay. Mean 
and trifling Ad —, inſtead of decifive J. 

Some Reflections occur on reading this Para- 
graph, which I cannot omit mentioning ; for, 
in the firſt Place, it tends to exculpate Mr, M. 
(which I believe the C M. little deſigned) with 
Regard to the Order of Battle in which he en- 
gaged the Enemy; and which I own I never 
greatly admired. This Paragraph, however, ſays 
a great deal for him. For, if Mr. M. thought 
himſelf a Match for the Enemy without Mr. 
L's Aſſiſtance, and Mr. L. not likely to come 
to his Aſſiſtance, his Order of Battle was not 
ſo * tho' it excluded Mr. L. if the reſt 
of the Fleet had done their Duty. How well 
founded he was in the firſt of theſe Suppoſitions 
appears by this 32 

How well in the ſecond appears by Page 17, 
Ne 4. Moſt of the Witneſſes in Support of the 
Charge, and all who appearcd in the Priſoner's 
Defence, have declared, that it was impoſſible 
for the V. A----1 to join the A, and _ 
the 
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the Line, before the Signal to leave off Chace 
in the Evening was made; and even moſt of the 
reſt have proved the Truth of that Declaration 
by Circomſtances, Add too what Mr. L. ſays, 
pag. 27 of his Defence, of the Spaniſb Admiral 

ng ſo fait a-h:ad of him, that he ſhould not 
| able to get up with her. | 

beg Leave to make one farther Obſervation 
on this very remarkable Paragraph, which is, 
that this Declaration of the C. M's of the great 
Superiority of the Engliſh Fleet over the com- 
bined Fleet, is an undeniable Proof of Mr. L's 
Miſtike, when, in Order to load Mr. M. with 
2 his Haſte, and too great Eagerneſs to 
engage the Enemy; and at the ſame Time leſ- 
ſen the ill Conſequences of his own Backward- 
neſs, he affirms, that it was certainly the Inten- 
tion of the Enemy to engage. Whence his Cer- 
tainty ariſes I don't know; for, can any one 
ſuppoſe that they would chooſe to engage at fo 
n. Wl great Odds? Unleſs one ſuppoſes too at the 
er me Time, what Mr. L. would not very wil- 
ys Wl ingly admit, that the French had known Friends 
ht in the Engliſb Fleet. g i 
Ir. Theſe Obſervations I have made to ſhew with 
me Wl Vhat Addreſs the C. M. has handled this Sub- 
ot jet, with what wonderſul Succeſs they have at- 
eſt Wl tempted to excuſe Mr. L. by Force of reaſon- 
ell MW ig; one would think they had not found fuf- 
ons I ficient Satisfaction in the Evidence alone, that 

they have exerted to ſuch a Degree their great 
17, I Extriciting Faculty, (which nothing but the 
the Algebraic Art ever equalled) in Order to draw 
er's the Truth out of Obſcurity into Light. nl 
ble [ now enter on what | regard as the principal 
Joſe I Cauſe of the Miſcarriage of the. Britiſb Fleet in 
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the Action before Toulon, viz. Mr. L's 
ture from his Station during the Night, accotd- 
ing to his own Account, and the great Diftance 
between Mr. M—- and Mr. L——'s Diviſion 
on the Morning of the Action; for, tho? it 
ſhould, appear, as the C— M affirm, that 
the reſt of the Fleet, excluſive of Mr. 4 
Diviſion, was ſuperior to the combined Fleet, 
excluſive of their four ſternmoſt Ships, which 
the C. M. ſays were uſeleſs to them; yet the 
Conſequence they would draw doth not follow, 
that it was no Cauſe of the Miſcarriage in the 
Mediterranean: For, the Delay in waiting for ſo 
conſiderable a Part of the Fleet, the Diſappoint- 
ment which it occaſioned to the Ad- -I, could 
not fail of diſconcerting, and embarraſſing Mea. 
ſures in general; and its Preſence in its proper 
Place would have made the Blow ſure. If it was 

{ible to do even without him, upon ſo much 

tter Grounds may one aſſert, that his Abſence 
prevented the certain Ruin of the French and 
Spaniſh Fleets. I know it has been ſaid by ſome, 
and will, perhaps, be ſaid by others, that there 
were Proſecotors appointed on the Part of the 
Crown, who added to the Articles exhibited 
by. Mr. A againſt Mr. .— (of which 
Mr. L. in his Defence makes a Complaint, tho 
perhaps, in no great Danger of being hurt by 
the Addition) and that if this had been ſo mate- 
rial; the Cauſe of Mr. Z's being carry*d away 
during the Night to ſo great a Diſtance, would 
have been with the greateſt Strictneſs enquired 
into by them, in order, if it ſhould appear that 
he might have ſerved the Cauſe of his Coun- 
try, have prevented the Diſgrace of the follow- 
ing Day ; and that by ſuch Failure he fell with- 


in the Letter of the Law, he might receive the 
Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment due to ſuch Crimes; or, if there 
ſhould be convincing Proof that he ſought Sanc- 
tuary in the Letter of the Law, and under that 
protection meditated Miſchief to his Country, 
he might at leaſt have ſhared the Fate of thoſe 
who are ſometimes diſgraced, without any Rea- 
ſon given : In ſhort, that if it had been fo ma- 
terial, the Cauſe of his being carried away would 
not have been ſo ſlightly paſſed over by the C. 
M. in the Pamphlet entitled the SznTENCE. 
Theſe Objections are not of my raifing ;- on the 
contrary, I am ſure they would have never oc- 
curr'd to me, if I had not receiv'd them from 
other Hands; nor do I know that this Point 
has been look'd on as trivial by our M--n---y : 
On the contrary, I am ſure our M--n---y, fo 
judicious, ſo diſcerning as it is, did not want 
Information in a Caſe ſo fully laid before the 
Houſe of Commons, nor ſo juſt, ſo candid as it 
b, did it want Inclination to proſecute this Affair 
in the moſt effectual Manner on the Part of the 
Crown and the Nation : Therefore, I am confi- 
dent this whole Tranſaction has been ſtrictly exa- 
mined into, tho? I have not ſeen Mr, L's Trial, 
rhich was not allowed to be printed, any more 
than that of C.T—e ſt, for whatReaſon I can't 
tell. But, as his Trial was ſet on foot in Pur- 
luance of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
nons, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that the Charge 
vas left defective in this Part, that any En- 
qury was ſpared, that this Point was not ſuffi- 
cently purſued, for an Attempt to baffle or de- 
tat the Proceedings of the grand Inqueſt of the 
Nation, and by ſuch Means ſtop the Mouth of 
camour and the Courſe of Juſtice in this Coun- 
y, would but ill ſerve the Purpoſe, would but 
rflame the People more, unleſs one can reſt well 
Uured, that in this EF SITE of the great- 

2 eſt 
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eſt Importance. will be look'd upon only as 4 
nine Days Wonder; and that a ſhort Tem- 
peit being weather'd, a Calm is certain to 
ſucceed in the Underſtandings of the Peo- 
plc. I am aſhamed to go about proving ſo ſelf- 
evident a Propoſition as the preſent, tho' what 
I find to weigh with ſome People, renders it ne- 
ceſiary: For, can any one, on ſecond Thoughts, 
pretend to ſay, that it was not material whether 
a Diviſion of the Fleet was in Place, or no, whe- 
ther 13 Ships out of 36, whether more than a 
third Part of the Fleet was in ſuch a Situation 
as to be idle Spectators of the Action, inſtead 
of being employed in vigorouſly annoying the 
Enemy? If this is material, the Cauſe of the 
Diſtance 1s equally material, To what Purpoſe 
has ſo ſtrict an Enquiry been ſet on foot, whe- 
ther Mr. L. uſed his utmoſt Endravours to 
come into Place the next Morning; if his Re- 
moval from his Place was of no Conſequenc:? 
Or, what is there of Conſequence if this is not! 
Are People to be allowed to commit Faults, in 
order to uſe their utmoſt Endea vours to amend 
them? That Mr. L. thought it pretty materia, 
is clear, from his ſailing betore the Signal for 
ſailing, notwithſtanding his great Caution at all 
other Times previous, of never acting withoutOr- 
ders: For, tho' there are ſome, who will not ad- 
mit, that his ſailing before the Signal was an un- 
deniable Proof of his Zeal for the Service, and 
ſay, that even if he had purpoſely ſuffer'd his Di- 
viſion to have been carry'd away ſo far, it was fo 
muchthe more neceſſary to fave Appearances z and 
the Wind not proving very favourable, and 
the Current which carry'd him away oppoſing 
too his Return into his Station, that Diſtance 
was not very likely to be recovered, N 4 

| 4; 
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Fact, could not, or was not recovered; yet all 
muſt allow it as an undeniable Proof of what. 
Conſequence Mr. L. thought the Diſtance to be 
to the Britiſh Fleet; and perhaps to his own 
Character, as an Officer. It being then eſta- 
bliſk'd, that the Variation during the Night, 
and the Diſtance of Mr. L-——s Diviſion 
on the Morning of the Action was of the laſt: 
Importance, the Diſtance having been ſuch 
that the C— M who fate on Mr. L— 
declare, Pag. 17, that it was impoſſible for Mr. 
L. to join the A. and cloſe the Line, before the 
Signal. to leave off Chace in the Evening was 
made; I will now proceed to enquire how far 
Mr. L. was reſponſible for it, I will not de- 
ſcend ſo low as to look on this as a private 
Affair, as a Conteſt between Mr. M. and Mr. 
L. but as a Scrutiny between Mr. L. and the 
Nation, whether that was done by him, which 
ought to have been done for the Nation; with 
this View before me I will not be diverted by 
Recriminations of one Sort, or another, I will 
not examine whether Mr. M. pointed out the 
Miſconduct of Mr. L. properly or no, at one 
Time, or another, or at all; for the ſuppoſed 
Incapacity of Mr. M. can never extenuate the 
perſonal Failures of Mr. L. ſhould there, in Re- 
vity, be any. If Mr. M.could not ſee, it doth not 
render one Jot more or leſs excuſable, Mr. L. nor 
6 the reſt of the World, of Courſe, to ſhut its 
Eyes. I will not, therefore, enter into thoſe 
Diſputes whether the Diftance of Mr. Ls Di- 
nion on the Morning of the Action was occaſi- 
dned in any Degree by his bringing to, to the 
Windward of his Station over-night. I will ad- 
Mit what the V. A. aſſerts, and the C. M. con- 
ums, that the Diſtance was owing to M - Ds 
vi- 
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Divifion being carried away by the Indraught of 
the Iſlands, and the ſhifting of Winds during 
the Night, Upon this foot then, was Mr, L, 
culpable, or no ? 
I don't think it fair to throw (as ſome People 
have done) ſuſpicious Circumſtances together, 
in order to form a Judgment; as, for Inſtance, 
the known Enmity between Mr. M. and Mr. I. 
the latter having been on Shore, the Shrewdneſs 
of his Underſtanding, and the Opportunity of 
throwing the Fleet into Diſorder, under Cover 
of the Night, and the Indraught of the Iſlands. 
Far be it from me to collect any Man's Guilt from 
ſuch Circumſtances. No; let us examine whether 
it-was Mr. Z's Duty, as an Officer, to take ne- 
ceſſary Precautions againſt being carried away by 
the Indraught of the Hands, and Shiftings of the 
Winds; and if they were taken. This is the 
Point; by this Mr. L. ought to ſtand, or fall. 
For this Purpoſe, it will be proper to enquire 
what is the Duty of an Officer, whether or no to 
endeavour to keep in his Station, and when car- 
ried out of his Station to return into his Station as 
ſoon as poſſible; and farther, what Means may be 
uſed for theſeEnds. That it was not his Duty, Mr. 
L. contends, becauſe there was no Night-Signal 
for a Line of Battle kept abroad, nor even ap- 
pointed, and the Day-Signal for a Line a · breaſt 
was not to be regarded, if it eould be ſeen: But, 


if it is in general the Duty of an Officer to endea- 


vour to keep the Line in which he brings to, this 
Objection is fairly anſwered : But, ſays Mr. I. 
in his Recapitulation before the Houſe of Com- 
mons; It is uſual for Ships to ſet the Admiral, 
* whew there is Probability of loſing Company z 
but in all my Practice I never knew it : be 

. | done 
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done every Hour; and for what I affert on 
this Subject, I appeal to all the Log-Books and 
Journals in the Fleet.“ I confeſs, I am at a 
Loſs to know where this tends; if it is meant to 
inſinuate, that it is not uſual-to ſet the Ad Is 
Lights at bringing to, (which however is not aſ- 
ſerted) and from thence diſprove the ſuppoſed 
Duty of preſerving Diſtances, and the Line, let 
the Duty be ever ſo ſtrong,” I ſhould not wonder 
at all at what is inſinuated, becauſe, if you know 
by the Tack and Wind, on which you bring to, 
the Bearings of the Head of the Ship, with Re- 
ſpect to the Compaſs, you conſequently know 
the Bearings, with Reſpect to the Ad—-1, who 
is directly a-head. And while the whole Fleet 
has the ſame Wind, and the ſame Drift, (which 
is generally the Caſe) there can be no Variation 
in the Bearings of the Ad——| (ſee Mr. L's 
Plan at the End of his Defence) and conſequent- 
ly, the no Variation is unneceſſary to be mark'd; 
nay, the Ships a-head in the Line, a- head I ap- 
1 cannot ſee the Lights, and conſequent- 
y, could only ſet them down not viſible. But 
all this ſuppoſes the Ships in the Line, nor is 
my Way applicable to Mr. Z's Caſe; for what 
are the Tokens whence one ought to judge of 
the Probability of loſing Company; it is not 
imply foul Weather; for Currents, or different 
Winds, will produce that Effect: One infallible 
Token then is the Variation of the Bearings of 
the Ad——!$ Lights, which was Mr. L's Caſe, 
8 appears by his own Plan in more than one 
Pace, Would he then infer, that, becauſe-it is 
dual to ſet the Ad——1's Lights, when there is 
Probability of loſing Company, that it was not 
tie Duty of thoſe who had the Care of his Ship 
to 
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to ſet the Lights at all, when there was a Proha- 
bility of her loſing Company, ſince there were 


many Alterations in her Bearings. If an Alte: 
ration is occaſioned by the ſame Winds, it muſt 
be owing to one Ship driving faſter than ano» 
ther, which it will do, Mr. L. ſays, for the ſame 
Reaſon it will fail faſter than another. This, ] 
apprenend, an Officer may remedy, in ſtri& Con- 
formity to the Letter of the Inſtructions, which 
don't dire& under what Sail a Ship ought to lie 
to, nor doth it forbid reefing; ſo that either by 
filling, or gathering, &c. this Evil may be reme- 
died. But if different Winds ariſe in the Space 
which the Fleet ſpreads, they will drive the re- 
ſpective Ships different Ways, and it will be im. 
ſſible to come into the proper Station without 
making Sail. This Mr. L. ſays, could not have 
been done without ſending Boats out to every 
particular Ship of his Diviſion, to have ordered 
them to make Sail, as well as acquainted the Ad- 
Il with this Proceeding ; Iwill add, ſuppoſing 
it had been neceſſary to have acquainted the Ad. 
, in the firſt Place, if it was to be done in 
this Manner; if the Ruin of the Enemy could 
have probably been procured at ſo cheap a Rate 
as ſending out a few Boats, what could one de- 
fire more eaſy? I can ſee no Objection, unless 
Mr. L. was of a Temper ſo contrary to that ty- 
rannical one of Mr. M. that he was unwilling 
to break the Reſt of his Sailors, where the Safe 
ty and Welfare of his Country depended on it 
Mr. L. fays, Mr. M ought to have ſent 
a Boat to him, (Mr. L.) if he had brought tt 
over-night out of Place, why was it not equal 
incumbent on Mr, L. to have ſent a Boat whe 
he was driven out of his Station to inform th 


A. 
That 
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That it is the Duty of an Officer, by ſuch of the 
Means above- mentioned, as Occafion ſhall require, 
to endeavour to keep the Line, and proper Di- 
ſtances, I am perſuaded ; for, if no Attention was 
to be had to the Diſtance, or the Line, and when a 
Ship is once brought to, ſhe mult be left exactly in 
the ame State, be left to Winds and Currents to 
drire at Random; let what will be the Conſe- 
quence, not a Sail, nor the Helm to be touch'd; 
Ships may be carried a great Way aſunder, and 
occafion great Hindrance to the Service, or, 
what is of more Conſequence, they may run foul 
of one another, and occaſion great Damage, or 
fall in with the Enemy's Fleet when neat : And 
] appeal to Mr. L. himſelf, whether or no, as 
le was carried away by different Winds, if he 
had been in Danger of driving on a Lee-Shore, 
or amidſt, or to Leeward of the Enemy, he 
would not have thought proper, thought it high 
Time, tho' the Morning was not come, to have 
trimm'd his Sails, in Order to fave himſelf, and 
hs Majeſty's Ship. It is probable he would not 
have been ſo ſtrict a Diſciplinarian, as to have ſtaid 
lor procuring the A's Leave. If thenany Occaſion 
would have juſtified altering the Sails or Helm dur- 
ng the Night, the Queſtion will be, Whether the 
Occafion, which preſented itſelf the Night before 
the Action, was important enough, where (to uſe 
Mr. L's own Words) the Fate and Liberty of his 
Country depended on the Well-being and con- 
ducting of her Fleet... But whether any extra- 
ardinary Occaſion was neceſſary, the World will 
dre, ſince it is the conſtant known Practice of 
ie Navy, for the Captains of each Ship to give 
tn Charge to their Officers, every Night, to 
reſerve their Station : For whence proceeds the 
rattice, if it is not, in general, their Duty to 
preſerve 
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preſerve their Station? See farther in the Articles 
of War at the End. 

But, ſays Mr. L. in his Defence, Pag. 20, 
If the Ships ſtationed between me and the A. 
* had obſerved the Difference of Diſtance in a 
« gradual Drift of ten or eleven Hours between 
them and the Ad —], in Proportion as they 
© were more or leſs in Shore; I ſubmit it to the 
* Court, if it was not their Duty to uſe the 
* Means in their Power, each Ship taking it from 
their Leader, to remedy this Increaſe, by ſhort- 
« ening the Diſtance, and keeping in the Line of 
Battle; which infallible and only Method would 
have in Courſe been brought a-ſtern from the 
CA Ps Ship, to the Sternmoſt in my Di. 
« viſion 3 and whether an inferior Ad! is an- 
© ſwerable for not Rectifying what was impoſlible 
for him to ſee, and which, if he had ſeen, he 
© had neither Signals nor Authority to remedy, 
What is this but the borrowed Wit of Sir Fob 
Falſtaff : Baniſh Peto, baniſh Bardolph, but va. 
liant Sir John Falſtaff, true Sir John Falſtaff 
and therefore the more valiant and more true, ba 
ving been as he was out of the Way; baniſh no 
bim, baniſh plump Jack, and baniſh all the World b. 
This reſolves the Whole into this Queſtion, Dot * 
the Superintendency of a V. A-—T over lis Dif '* 
viſion, ceaſe upon bringing to? Or, in othſ 1 
Words, whether he is V. Al by Day only *! 
and not by Night. The Reaſon alledged fff > 


theſe ſtrange Intervals of Superiority and com b 
mon Rank, of Power and Infignificancy, is, th 0 
0 


every Officer throughout the Fleet, who hast a 
Care of a Ship during the Night, is to regula Di 
himſelf by the Ship a-head of him, and not bf Co 
the Flag-Ship of his Diviſion ; and, of Couiſi ce 
the V. A himſelf ought to govern himis Cen 
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by the Ship a-head of him. But where is the 
Force of this Argument ? For allowing the Fact, 
it only ſhews what is the Duty of each particular 
Officer; it doth not ſhew that the V. A's Super- 
intendency ceaſes z that he is not to take Care 
that the Duty juſt now mentioned be performed. 
Juſt ſo in an Engagement by the firſt Article of 
the Fighting- Inſtructions; every Ship is to ob- 
ſerve and keep the ſame Diſtance thoſk Ships do 
which are next the A---l, always taking it from 
the Centre. But if the V. A, perceives that any 
one of his Ships doth not conform herſelf to this 
Inſtruction, is it not his Duty to put Order in his 
Diviſion? And, in Caſe of lying to, it may be ve- 
ty proper, for aught I know, for the Ship a- ſtern 
to govern herſelf by the Ship a-head throughout 
the Fleet; and, conſequently, the V. A-—] 
himſelf by the Ship a-head of him; but if he 
finds, by ſuch Regulation, he is removed out of 
the Line with the Al, though he be direct- 
ly in a Line with the Ship a-head, without any 
extraordinary Share of Sagacity, he may conclude, 
that not only himſelf, but the Ship a-head of 
him, as well as others, are all out of the Line 
with the Ad -l. Conſequently the Fault is not 
ſels obvious to the V. A, becauſe every Ship 
is to take from the Ship a-head; and, therefore, 
why this Method ſhould be ſuppoſed to place the 
Duty of the Night beyond his Care, ſince it doth 
by no Means put it beyond his Obſervation or 
Knowledge, I can't underſtand. I know no o- 
ther Reaſon of committing the Care of particular 
Diviſions to V. As. and R. As. but that the 
Command of a large Fleet is too extenſive to be 
executed by a ſingle Perſon ; the Variety of Inci- 
dents to be watch'd over, and guarded againſt, too 
great to be obſerved by 2 Man. If this is = 
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ſole Reaſon, it is plain there is ſomething more 
required of a V. A—] than a mere Obedience to 
Signals; and if he exerts himſelf no farther, he 
muſt remain a dead Weight upon Buſineſs, like 
a Limb where vital Motion is loſt, which but 
incumbers the Body; and the Confidence which 
the A. has in him, ſerves only to deceive him, 
and ruin his Affairs. That a V. Al is ſubor- 
dinate to the Commander in Chief, and ſubject 
to conform himſelf to his Orders, is generally 
true : But if any Thing ariſes in his Diviſion, 
which 1s apparently wrong, and not the natural 
and common Effect of the A's Orders; not the 
Conſequence which is generally to be expected 
from ſuch Orders, can any one doubt but one of 
theſe two Things exiſt, either that it lies within 
the Province of the V. A. to correct it of his own 
Authority, or that it is his Duty to repreſent it 
to the A. and if it requires immediate Redreſs, to 
make an immediate Repreſentation, But how 
much ſtronger doth this Duty bind, if the Diſ- 
order” abſolutely diſappoints, fundamentally ce- 
feats the principal and evident Intention of the 
Signal given, For Inſtance, it was manifeſt that 
the Signal to bring to was made with a Deſign, 
That the Fleet ſhould be ready there the next 
| Morning to engage the Enemy. If the Rule 2. 
bove-mentioned is general. how much more ne- 
ceſſary was it to be obſerved at ſuch a Time, on 
the Approach of the moſt important Action that 
perhaps ever was; ata Time big with the Fat: WW 2 
not only of Great-Britain, but all Eurore. If fr 
Mr, L's Diviſion was carried away, as he him- ly 
ſelf fays, by the Indraught of the Iſlands ; well be 
known to him who had been ſo long in thoſe f A 
Seas, how much more neceſſary ſtill was it to ve ne 


obſerved in ſuch a Situation near the [ndraughtat th 
| c 
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the Iſlinds. If it ſhall appear, in the Courſe of 
this Inquiry, that Mr. L. with his Diviſion, 
brought to within the Indraught of the Iſlands, 
which could not fail if not oppoſed) of carrying 
him away, how much more neceſſary was it ſtill? 
For where is the Difference, in effect, of the fol- 
Jowing Caſes: Whether Mr. L. brought to at an 
improper Station, or at ſuch a Station where the 
Indraught, joined to his own Neglect, would be ſure 
to carry him to an improper Station? At ſuch Time, 
in ſuch a Situation, can one ſuppoſe that Mr. L. ſo 
experienced, ſo able, ſo warm in his Country's 
Cauſe, that his Experience, that his Ability, 
that his Warmth ſhould be wanting in his Coun- 
try's Cauſe? But, perhaps, the Diſorder was 
not perceiveable during the Night. That it was 
perceiveable, according to Mr. L's own Account, 
Mr. L's own Plan at the End of his Defence, de- 
monſtrates, by the Variation of the Bearings with 
Reſpect to the Ad l. But to leave the Altera- 
tion of Bearings out of the Caſe, the V. A. doth 
not ſcruple to affirm, that he was two Miles, 
or but little more, diſtant from Mr. M. at bring- 
ing to, and three Miles from the Enemy. Here 
then he can diſtinguiſh Diſtances in the Night; 
can fix the Difference between a little more than 
two Miles which he was diſtant from the A. and 
three Miles from the Enemy. W hat ſhould hin- 
der him then (the Night being clear) from de- 
termining, when his Diſtance was changed from 
a little more than two Miles, to three Miles 
from the Ad 1? Nay, if Mr. L. was real- 
ly driven S. S W. as in his Plan, he might have 
perceived he was under different Winds from the 
A, not from the Frequency of different Winds 
near Land, but from this infallible Token, that 
the Neptune, the V. A's Ship, ſail'd much worſe 
5 than 
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than the Namur, and, conſequently, could not 
drive faſter to Leeward with the ſame Winds; 
for that Mr. M. brought to, to the Southward of 
the Indraught in the Offing (notwithſtanding Mr, 
L's Plan places him North of it) and Mr. L. 
himſelf nearer the Indraught, appears from his 
own Account, Pag. the 23d of his Defence; 
and 1s poſitively affirmed, as will be ſeen a lit- 
tle lower, by an Officer of his own Ship, from 
which it follows, that it was impoſſible to ſup- 
poſe the Ad was more ſubject to the 
Indraught, and thereby kept to Wind ward: No, 
the Suppoſition could have only been that he 
might be in the Weſtern Current, which would 
have carried him till faſter to Leeward. And 
that the Diſorder was not only perceiveable dur- 
ing the Night, but to have been eaſily devined, 

or, at leaſt, apprehended over Night, appears 
from Mr. Z's own Confeſſion, Pag. 23, of his 
Defence, where he ſays, If the Difference of 
the Diſtance between the Ad-—Ps Ship and 
mine had been much greater than it was, it 
would have been no more to be wondered at in 
* the Morning, than it could have been perceiv- 
ed in the Night.” Tho? Mr. L's own Declara- 
tion is the ſtrongeſt Proof that can, or could be 
given of this Circumſtance of the Currents falling 
within his Knowledge ; yet, to ſhew that it might 
be reaſonably expected to be known by every 
Commander of a Veſſel in thoſe Seas, I will re- 
cite what Miche/ot ſays in his Chapter of the 
Coaſt of Provence. 

Michelot was Pilot-Aftrv. of the French King's 
Gallies above thirty Years; his Portulan was 
tranſlated into Englih, by Order of Lord Tor- 
rington, as it was before into moſt other Lan- 

guages; the Obſervations being ſo exact 2 Ju 
icioue. 
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vious, that the Book is in the Hands of all Ma- 
mers who uſe the Mediterranean Navigation. 
Pap. 15, It is to be obſerved, when you fail a- 
long the Coaſts of the Gulph of Lyons, you muſt 
have as much Regard as poſſible to the Diffe- 
(rence of the Currents, which are here very ir- 
regular z for it is obſerved, that after great Rains, 
iwhen the Lakes and Rivers diſgorge themſelves 
more violently than uſual, the Currents ſet more 
briſkly out into the Offing ; and, on the con- 
'trary, in the Time of great Droughts, when the 
(Lakes fill themſelves, the Currents ſet to the 
Shore: Befides I have found by a long Experince, 
' that Gulphs and Bays do ALW AIS draw to- 


: wards them the Sea and Waters, which Pilots 
" Wi nt have Regard to. It will be, perhaps, ob- 
J jected, that when you come from diſtant Places 
n a Ship, you cannot know what Weather it 
nas been in the Gulph, fince the Weather is not 
| (every Where alike, but, at leaſt, you will uſe 
if | Precaution againſt any Accident, by keeping a 


little more out, unleſs you have a Land-Wind. 
thought it proper to be a little more particular 
n the Deſcription of theſe Coaſts, ſince they are ſo 
MM") dangerous, &c. Allowing that the Gulph of 
be, doth not extend farther Eaſtward than Cape 
Iboulon (though the Maps and Charts which I could 
be Accels to, are entirely filent on this Head) the 
cation which Mic belot gives is general for the Me- 
literranean Coaſt ; for after having ſaid, that the 
the Currents ſet to Shore in the Gulph of Lyons ; he adds, 
that Gulphs and Bays (that is, as far as his Obſer- 
eon reached, which he only profeſſeth making on 
So the Mediterranean Coaſt) always draw towards them 
r- e Sea; which is, in part, confirmed by Mr. Z's 
een Obſervation, 
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But, perhaps, proper Care was taken, and the vt. 
moſt Etforts uſed, tho? in vain. To ſet this Queſ. 
tion in the cleareſt Light, we will take the Teſtimo- 
ny of a Perſon who had the beſt Opportunity of 
knowing, and who Mr, L. was fo well aſſured was 
fo little inclined to ſay any Thing to his Diſadran- 
tage, that he entertain'd him conſtantly in his own 
Houſe, ever fince he came from the Meriterrantan 
to England, and has taken him, as his own C-p- 
t--n, with him in the ſecret Expedition which h: 
now commands. This Perſon ſubmitted himſelf ta 
be examined, as I have been informed, before a cer 
tain Company, to the following Queſtions: Hoy 
far the Account I am going to give, agrees or dil 
agrees, with what was depoſed on Oath before th: 
I. of C. the Members of that H. upon Compar 
ſon will find, and if it materially differs, I don' 
doubt but I ſhall meet with Contradiction. I am nc 
a Member of that H. and therefore will avoid fayir! 
any Thing of their Proceedings. But the Queſtior 
I was ſpeaking of, were theſe : Q. Were there an 
Means taken by Mr. L. by backing or filling, 0 
gathering in, to keep to the Leeward in his Station 
Au. I conceive the Order to bring to ought to 
obey'd. No Signal for the Line a- breaſt ove 
Night; if there had, it had been incumbent on hi 
no doubt. Q. Were any Means taken to keep the! 
Ships in their Station? An. I conceive we were | 
over Night. Q Did you ſet the Lights? An. Th 
Lights were ſet, but not mark'd in the Log-Book 
A Could you diſcern by thoſe Lights whether yo 
altered your Station? 4 Certainly. 2, Did yo 
take any Means ? An. We were alva 
in our Station. Q. While the Diſtance was iner 
ſing, did you perceive it? An. I will not undertak 
to ſay ; I doubt whether it can be perceiv'd. 2; 


it not cuſtomary to make Obſervations on theLigh 
eve! 
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Hour? Av. I conceive, it is very often. @. 
Did you mark the A——'s Lights? An. No other 
Officers had it in Charge. O, Did not A. L. give 
Orders to his Officers to preſerve the Station they 
were in, when they brought to? An, When we 
brought to, we were not more than three Miles di- 
fant from the Enemy in Line of Battle a-breaſt , 
and I faid before, that our Station was a proper one. 
9. Were any Orders given by him to keep in the 
Line of Battle a-breaſt as he was? An. I receiv'd no 
Orders, who watch'd till Eight at Night. Q, Was 
any Care taken by him to preſerve the ſame vituati- 
on? An. There were no Directions given to me, nor 
ny one elſe that I know of. . Had not Mr. L. 
Reaſon to think in the Place that he brought to 
when the Signal was given, he was more liable to be 
arried away by the Indraught of the Iflands, than 
the other Ships in the Ad—]'s Diviſion ? An. It is 
eertain he was more in the Power of the Eddy, and 
Mr. M. of the Current; but I cannot ſay whether 
that was conſidered, or no. | 

He affirmed too, that it was the Duty of an © 
ter to keep his Eye on the Commander. 

9, As well as you can remember when you was 
Lieutenant, can you recolle& ever marking the A's 
Lights, or are they not ſet down in the Log-Book ? 
4h. Without doubt it is uſual to ſet, but not every 
Hour. 2 How did the A. bear off you upon 
ringing; to? An, I don't know; this is the Log- 
book. 9, ls it not the Practice, upon bringing to, 
0 put down how the A. bears off you? An. I think 
t ſhould have been mark'd in the original Log- 
bool, but it is not. Fy 

There is a Method taken in all Cauſes, and is, 
ght to be a prineipal Conſideration in all Cauſes, viæ. 
be conſiſtency ofa Caſe. For Falſſiood ſeldom wears 
gie Maſk of Truth with ſo much Sugceſs, that the 
ever F Cheat 
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Cheat cannot be diſcerned upon a ſtrict Examination 
and cloſe Inſpection; and if Inconſiſtencies appexr, 
with Reaſon they are look'd on as _ of a very bad 
Cauſe. What then ſhould hinder us from putting Mr. 
Is Caſe to this Criterion? It is, indeed, to be preſum- 
ed that Mr. L. who has ſo great Credit as a Man of 
Parts and great Acuteneſs, has, at leaſt, framed his 
Account in ſuch a Manner, as not to be liable to any Wl , 
Exceptions of this Kind; if he has not given the ff + 
very Account of the Fact, that he has given, at ' 
leaſt, a conſiſtent one with itſelf ; but if, in the Ac- 
count given by a Man of ſuch Capacity, any In- : 
conſiſtencies ſhould appear, the Marks of the Bad- I © 
neſs of the Cauſe will be proportionably ſtronger ; if WM , 
they ſhould appear, his Friends will be at Liberty to. 
derogate from his Abilities the better to ſupport his 
Cauſe, or give up his Cauſe to ſupport the Credit of 
his Abilities ; for my Part, I ſhall not look on them 
as very favourable Circumſtances to either one or the 
other. I ſhall leave to others (if any one thinks it 
worth his while) the Examination of other Parts 
of his Defence, and will confine myſelf entirely to 
that of increaſing the Diſtance during the Night; 
ſcarce having Leiſure to go thro? this Part, much 
leſs fo ample Matter as the Whole affords ; and | 


os ; Rk bet 
the more willingly quit any farther Examination, | 
becauſe my End will be ſufficiently anſwered by this , 1; 
alone, whether I have in view the Conduct of M. a0 
L. or the great and neceſſary Qualifications of thay 50 
C. M. who could penetrate into Truth, and the , 
Juſtneſs of Mr. Z's Cauſe, notwithſtanding the Ob vf. 
ſcuritiesand Contradictions in his Defence. Ther et; 
Thing that occurs, I can't ſay fell within the Fro 1 - 


vince of the C. M. to take Notice of; but it can nice 
nevertheleſs, eſcape the Obſervation of the World W A. 
For, in his Recapitulation, Pag. 11, he ſays, fon 
Defence of his Inattention to the Increaſe of Diſtance WF 1... | 
A Ship may increaſe her Diſtance from anothet 

| N 
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«ret not alter her Bearings.” This, certainly, was 
meant to be underſtood as his own Caſe : But how 
doth it agree with his Plan printed at the End of his 
Defence, where his Ship at &, has altered her Bear- 
ings conſiderably with Reſpect to the Ad lat a ? 
In his Defence, Pag. 17, he ſays, The Drift of 
the Ship being ſmall and gradual, the fame was not 
« perceiveable by the ſeveral Officers of the Watch: 
Yet, as we have juſt ſhewn, there was a canſidera- 
ble Alteration in the Bearings ; an evident and cer- 
tain Token by which the Officers might have per- 
ceived a Drift: But if he means it was not perceiv'd, 
why were not thoſe Officers, who did not take No- 
tice of it, called to an Account ; inſtead of which, 
they have, as has been mentioned, entertained at 
Mr. L's Houſe, and careſſed by all poſſible Means. 
Pap. 18, he ſays, That the Increaſe of Diſtance be- 
tween him and the A. during the Night, was near 
three Miles, that the ſame was gradual, and not 
perceivable in the Night.“ That the Increaſe of Di- 
ſtance was not gradual; but, on the contrary, that 
near one half of it was incurred in the three firſt 
Hours, appears by his own Plan, which is eaſily 
proved, by meaſuring the Difference of Diſtance 
between B A, and s a, Nay, he drives from E to 
I, he doth not himſelf know when, ſwift beyond 
all Thought and Conception; for at 5 3 he is at E, 
and at 5 f at I, But if the Increaſe of Diſtances 
had been gradual in ten Hours, which, according 
to his Plan, it was not, yet 1 cannot conceive in 
what Manner he would endeavour to avail himſelf 
of the Gradation, and the great Nicety required to 
obſerve it, No Man, I believe, ever required that 
nice Obſervation on the Gradation which he expreſſes. 
Mr, L. knew, that at bringing to, he was two Miles 
rom the A. Suppoſe the A. at a, and Mr. L. at b, 
dis Buſineſs was not to compare the Difference of 
| FE 2 Diſtance 
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Diſtance between a 6, 
and ac; and then a- 3 
ain between a c, and 1 

ad, and ſoon; for, 11111111011010T111.7 
according to his own bcdef ghit/mnopgy 
Rule, if he could not 

fix the firſt Difference between 2 - and 2 }, how 
could he make a Compariſon from hence tc the ſe. 
cond ? And at that Rate the fartn-r he had gone, 
the leis perceivable the Increaſe of Diftance would | 
have been if he had been driven twenty es d- 
ſtant, the laſt Difference would have been ti leaft 
perceivable, becauſe the laſt Diſtance, which (to a- f 
void multiplying Lines) we will ſuppoſe q 7 b arsa WM n 
leſs Proportion to the Diſtance @ 9, than the Di-: 
ſtance hc, to the Diſtance a5; which ſhews the M \ 
Abſurdity of Regarding the Gradation. No, his 
Buſineſs was to compare the Difference of ]iſtance 
between 4 h, ſuppoſe, and à 6 paſſing over the in- 
termedate imperceptible Diſtances ; to compare the 
Difference between 2 Miles and 4, or 2 Miles and 
6. If you ſet a Man to obſerve a Clock, when it is 
at 7, with Orders to let you know when it is 1 an 
Hour after 7; if that Man (endeavouring to ob- 
ſerve only the Motion of the preſent Moment, and 
gradual Advance of the Index, without regarding 
the Space paſt over in the whole z Hour taken to 
gether) ſhould report, he could not perceive the In- WM the 
dex move ac all, would not you look on that Man 28 was 
an Ideot? I apprehend the progreſſive Motion of a Pa; 
Ship is only perceivable either from the Caufe, for let 
Inſtance, the Degree of Wind on her, or the Ef- t 
fect, viz, the Variation with regard to ſome Ob-M * ha 
jet. Now, the Effect when once produced, is e. ſer 
qually perceivable, whether produced in one Hour, ¶ © of 
or three; ſo that if the Motion had been (wilt, fore, 
Mr. L. might have perceived it at 8, ſuppoſe, b*-W takir 


cauſe 
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cauſe then a ſufficient Effect would have been pro- 
duced; but ſuppoſe the ſame Effect produced at 10, 
it would be equally perceiveable at 10, after a flow 
Motion, as at 8 after a ſwift one. 

Pag. 22. And ſurely it muſt be allowed, that as 
© the Wind ſhifted ſo gradually, there was no Way 
© {o ſure to keep in a Line, as by continuing to lie 
« till,” It, by lying ſtill, he means lying to (which, 
for what I know, who am no Mariner, may be a 
proper Term) if he means lying to, and it muſt be 
allowed, it muſt be allowed by Force of arbitrary 
Command, and happy thoſe who have that Power ; 
for Reaſon will not allow it, Mr. Zs own Plan will 
not allow it; according to which, a Deviation from 
the Line, during lying to, was very perceiveable by 
Variations of the Bearings. But if he means by ly- 
ing ſtill, preſerving the ſame Place, the (ame Plan 
news, that was not his Caſe. It immediately fol- 
lows: And as our Fleet was ſo near the Enemy's, 
no Motion could properly, or with Safety, have 
been made in our Fleet in the Dark.“ If he means 
no Motion towards the Enemy, doth not this evince 
the Truth of what has been aſſerted before, that the 
V. A. when he was carried out of the Line W. S W. 
ought to have rectified that Fault, for his Diviſion, 
upon the other Principle, might have been carried 
amidſt the Enemy's Fleet. And if he means from 
the Enemy, it holds with reſpe& to him while he 
was carried from E to I, according to his own Plan. 
Pag. 23, My Diviſion being nearer the great In- 
let into the Harbour of Toulon, and the Inlet be- 
' tween Porquerole and the Main; where, whoever 
has uſed that Navigation muſt, or might have ob- 
* ſerved very ſtrong Indraughts, and loud Riplings 
* of Currents.” This has been taken Notice of be- 
fore, and ſhews the preſſing Neceſſity there was for 
taking Precautions againſt this Indraught ſo ſtrong, 
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as to occaſion loud Riplings, I, who never uſed that, 
or any other Navigation, could not have painted the 
Neceſſity in fo ſtrong a Manner, and am, in that 
Reſpect, obliged to Mr. L. for his Deſcription. Mr, 
TL. not, perhaps, greatly ſatisfied with this Account 
himſelf, or, tranſported with a Paſſion of making 
that clearer, which was clear enough before, reſumes 
this Affair, Pag. 61, where he ſays, That as Ships 
of ſimilar Bodies in lying by under the ſame Sail, 
© with the ſame Poſition of the Helm, and where 
© there is no Current, Sc.“ I ſuppoſe, nor diffe- 
* rent Winds,” is omitted by Negligence of the 
Printer, or Copyiſt. Pag. 64. The Neptune, and 
the reſt of my Diviſion, being in the Power of the MI * 
Confluence of theſe Streams, and driven thereby MI 
© at the Rate of but one third of a Mile in an Hour; 
or, allowing ſuch a Current to have that Effect 
* upon the Neptune, more than it had upon the Na- 6 
mur, as it cannot be doubted but that a Ship will 
drive faſter in lying by, for the ſame Reaſon that Ml | 
« ſhe will fail faſter than another that is much fouler ; IM © 
« the Namur being cleaned near two Years and 2 
Half after the Neptune.“ I, at firſt Sight, took 
this too for a Miſtake of the Printer, or Copyiſt; 
becauſe, if the Namur was cleaned near two Years 
and a half after the Neptune, it is certain, as Mr, 
L. fays, that a clean Ship will drive faſter than a 
foul one, and conſequently, that the Drift of the 
Current would have more Effect on the Namur, 
than the Neptune; juſt the contrary of what is aſ- 
ſerted. This made me imagine Mr. L. had wrote, 
that the Neptune having beencleaned neartwo Years 
and a half after the Namur. But having Recourle 
to Pag. 25,1 found, to my great Aſtoniſhment, that 
the Namur was the cleaner Ship, for it is there ſaid, 
The Difference in Sailing between the A's Ship 
and mine was very perceivable, his Ship being 1 

very 
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© very good Sailor, mine a heavy and foul Ship, and 
had not been cleaned for three Years and a half ;* 
ſo difficult an Enemy is Truth to combat with, to 
ſuch Diſtreſs doth the contrary Cauſe often reduce 
its Adherents. Beſides, the Neptune was not alone, 
Mr. L's whole Diviſion went together; by what 
Management I cannot ſay; it was unlucky (as their 
Buſineſs was to regulate themſelves by the Ship a- 
head, and not by the V. A.) but the whole Divi- 
ſion, to a Ship, went together; and it's great Odds 
but there were, in Mr. L's Diviſion, clean Ships and 
good Sailers. Nay, the Ruſſel, which was the ve- 
ry next Ship to the V. A. as Mr. L. ſays, Pag. 8, 
© was always eſteemed a good failing Ship, and not 
© above 8 Months from being cleaned,” as he fays 
Pag. 47. | | | 

This ſmall and reaſonable Allowance,” (Pag. 
64) would have driven the Neptune to I, and have 
© increas?d the Diſtance betwixt me at I, and the A. 
at F, to ſomewhat more than 5 Miles.“ Why he 
ſuppoſes the A. could be at F, I cannot conceive, 
ſince by the Winds mark'd in the Log Book, and 
the Drift allowed him by Mr, L. he muſt have been 
at C without any Current. 

But the greateſt Difficulty ſtill remains how the A. 
could be at C, for Mr. L. ſteers him, as appears by 
his Plan, directly a- croſs the Current running from 
Etol: Whether any miraculous Guſt of Wind car- 
tied him ſafe a-croſs, I don't know; or whether any 
Deity, preſiding over thoſe Floods, with great Civi- 
lity, ſuffered Mr. M. to paſs, or conducted him over; 
and at the ſame Time being in a Plot, and a little in- 
clined to the French and Spaniſh intereſts, was reſoly. 
ed to detach Mr. L's Diviſion to a Ship, and rudely 
and maliciouſly forced him away, I can't determine, 
When 1 view Mr. Z's Plan, I vow I cannot help 
thinking, that Mr, M. is very fortunate to have had 
the 
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the Act againſt Witchcraft lately repealed ; for I ſe- 
riouſly think from ſome late Incidents (which per. 
haps I ſhall take Notice before I conclude) he would 


have run a great Riſque of being condemned, if Mr, 
L. ſhould have taken it into his Head to accuſe him 
of having preſerved hisStation by ſuchillegal Means, 
Sae C. Vs Caſe. ; 

This Defence being ſo far from ſatisfactory, no 
Wonder if Mr. L. has recourſe to other Shifts: 
What then is, at laſt, the Solution of this intricate 
Affair, which he has labour'd ſo much in vain to 
juſtify ? Why! he has pick'd up ſome Hearſay (the 
Lord knows where) that Mr. M. was not uſed to 
he with his Helm hard a-lee, and concludes the 
Fruth of it upon aſking a Witneſs (who had, moſt 
probably, never thought of it from that Night to 
the Time the Queſtion was aſked) Can you ſwear, 
that Friday the 1oth of February, three Years ago, 
your Helm was put as far to Lee as poſſible, be- 
cauſe the Witneſs did not recolle& ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance at ſuch a Diſtance of Time, and only affirms, 
that the Helm was a-lee. The Preſumption ſurely 
is according to what (as Mr. L. ſays) has been the 
general Cuſtom Time immemorial, unleſs the con- 
trary can be proved. But ſuppoſing the Helm not 
to have been hard a-lee, I ſhould be glad he would 
ſhew how the Effects of it would anſwer to the Et- 
fects of that Night. And I promiſe him, if ſuch 
new Plan ſhall not carry the Face of Truth in 

reater Degree than his laſt, it ſhall paſs uncen- 

ur'd by me. Tho' I am in ſome Hurry to con- 
clude, I muſt take ſome Notice of Mr. Ls Obſer. 
vations on the third Article of the Charge againſt 
him, as it relates to what I have been treating of 

Pag. 16. The Court (ſays he) will be pleaſed to 
* obſerve a great Abſurdity and Contradiction in 
* this Article, which in effect deſtroys it ; for if + 
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© increaſed my Diſtance from my Station in the 
« Night, and did not endeavour to get into my Sta- 
« tion, after the A. made Sail in the Morning, the 
« Increaſe of Diſtance between our Diviſions made 
during the Night, added to the further Increaſe 
« by my not uſing my Endeavours after the A. made 
Sail in the Morning, muſt make the Diſtance fix, 
« five, or at leaſt four Miles, with which I am 
« charged in bringing to from my Station at Night, 
to be much greater; and yet, after the ſuppoſed 
Neglect of not uſing the Means in my Power in 
« the Night, and not endeavouring to get in my 
«© Station after the A. made Sail in the Morning, I 
eam not charged with being at a greater Diſtance, 
© or being ſeparated from the A's Diviſion, farther 
than fix, five, or at leaſt four Miles, which is a 
Contradiction “ in itſelf.” Here Mr. L. raiſes a 
Phantom in order to fight: For as he has recited the 
Charge immediately before, It is not laid in the 
Charge that the Diſtance was increaſed by his not 
vling his Endeavours after the Al made Sail in 
the Morning; on the contrary, it plainly intimates 
that the Diſtance was not increaſed, for it ſays kept 
and continued ſeparate and apart; and tho' the 
Diſtance was increaſed during the Night, yet Mr. 
I. muſt have recovered Part of it, by failing be- 
fore the Ad in the Morning; ſo that there is 
nothing ſtrange, or improbable in this State of the 
Caſe, as one may eaſily ſuppoſe the V. Ad , 
by failing earlier in the Morning, exactly, or near- 
ly recovered what he had loſt during the Night, 
by which Means he would have been, at the Time 
G when 


* Since theſe Remarks went to the Preſs, I have had a Sight 
of Mr. Z's Obſervations on the Evidence for the Crown on hi 
own T'rial, where he-deals his Compliments of Abſurdity and 
Contradiction with as much Eaſe and Freedom as here, and of- 
ten (taking the State of the Caſe on his own ſhewing) with no 

ter Succeſs ; tho? I am laſormed, that in many Places he has 
Folly miſ- quoted the Evidence. 0 
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when the Ad——1 made Sail, (viz. about Break 
of Day, perhaps 2, or 3 of an Hour after Break of 
Day, the Word about allowing a Latitude) ex. 
actly, or nearly at the ſame Diſtance as over. night. 
There is yet another Way of explaining this grand 
Abſurdity and Contradiction; for, tho' Mr. I. 
had gained ſomewhat (ſuppoſe a Mile on Mr. M. 
after Mr. M. made Sail in the Morning, it doth 
not follow thence that it was not in his Power to 
have gained ſtil] more; nay, the Ad-! ſays, it 
was in his Power to have gained the Whole, Con- 
ſequently, the Charge is not contradictory, and 
and will ſtand the Teſt, tho* never was any Thing 
more violently attacked on all Sides, Mr, L. pla- 
Cing the Inconſiſtency of the Charge in not making 
the Diſtance greater, the C. M. in making it * 
greater. How extremely unlucky 1s it, that Mr, 
L. and the C. M. ſhould in one and the other 
Caſe be both equally miſtaken ? In the next Pa- 
ragraph it is faid, Further, it is mentioned 
in this Article, that the Ad----] had cauſed the 
Signal for the Line a-breaſt to be repeated at 
Break of Day, which is an Acknowledgment 
that the ſame had been hawled down, conſe- 
quently, it may be very juſtly inferred, that if 
this Day-Signal had been binding in the Night, 
and the Ad-----1 had ſeen, or been able to ob- 
ſerve the Difference in the Diſtance made by a 
gradual Drift between him and me; that he 
would not have been ſo long before he repeated 
the Signal, or otherwiſe given Orders to remedy 
effectually the caſual Diſtance made between him 
and me.“ I will fay nothing more to this, hav- 
ing, I hope, before ſhewn, that there is ſome 
Duty incumbent on a V. Ad- -I. One more Ar- 


ticle, and I have done with Quotations, Pag. - 
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* It is apprehended, that this little Deviation of the C. M. 
from Mr, Z's Poſition, is owing to their having miſtakea Nr C. 
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© In this Article (the 3d) of the Charge, being to 
Wind ward, or in the Winds Eye of the Ad- 
.at Break of Day, is placed to the Account 
© of my bringing to ſo much a- ſtern, and to Wind- 
© ward of the Ad- -I the Night before the Ac- 
© tion : Whereas, it is the ſtrongeſt ſelf-evident 
© Proof (eſpecially as there were Inlets in theWind's 
Eye) that I was right a-ſtern of the Ad- I at 
« the Time of bringing to; that I could not then 
© have been in any other Situation; and that, if 
© I had brought to with my Diviſion fix, five, or 
four Miles to Windward, and a- ſtern of the Ad- 
=I, when he brought to at Night (according 
© to this Part of the Charge) I muſt have been, 
© for the ſame Reaſons, right a- head at Break of 
Pay, inftead of being in the Wind's Eye.“ A 
great deal is ſaid to the ſame Purpoſe, with equal 
Poſitiveneſs, Pag. 65. So much Poſitiveneſs ſup- 
ported by a Number of Ad----ls (for the C. M. 
confirms it) ſurely carries no leſs than Infallibility 
with it, or the Upſhot will be immoderately ridi- 
culous. In the firſt Place, the Charge ſays only 
to Windward of his Station, as appears in the 
Paragraph immediately preceding what I laſt quo- 
ted; yet Mr. L. has the modeſt Aſſurance to 
change it to the Windward, and a- ſtern of the 
Ad- -I, in order to place himſelf at G, in the 
firſt Plan, right a-ſtern of the Ad- I; whereas 
placed at G, in the ſecond Plan, he had been a- 
ſtern, and to Windward both of the A. and his 
Station, and right a- ſtern of his Station, in which 
Cafe it is evident he would not have been accord- 
ing to the Courſes deſcribed by Mr. L. right a- head 
of the A. in the Morning, as the C. M. affirms in 
Conſequence of Mr. L's Deſcription; but at N, 
as deſcribed in the ſecond Plan, and the A. at C 
in the ſecond Plan, without any Current: But, if 
he had brought to at Y in the ſecond Plan, he 

G 2 would 


(44) 

would have been four Miles diſtant from his Sta- 
tion, and to the Windward, and a-ſtern of it, and 
much farther diſtant from the A. and to the Wind- 
ward, and a-ftern of him. And I chooſe to place 
him there, becauſe I would purſue Mr. Z's own 
Plan as near as I can. Why then, I will only ſup- 

ſe, as he was under different Winds from the 
A. that the Drift was ſo much more ſwitt during 
the three firſt Hours than what Mr. L. ſuppoſes 
that it would have carried him the whole Courſe 
1 Bin the ſecond Plan, in the Time that Mr, I. 
ſuppoſes he was carried to B b in the firſt Plan; 
and I am at Liberty, I apprehend, to make my 
Suppoſition, becauſe there was no Account of the 
Drift of his Ship taken in any other Manner than 
by mere Gueſs. After this I will co-incide with 
Mr. L's Suppoſitions and Plan in every Reſpect, 
except that the Line d E in the ſecond Plan cuts 
the Line of the Indraught at 4, by which Means 
there will be ſome Time allowed in the ſecond 
Plan, while Mr. L's Ship or Diviſion paſſes to I; 
whereas, in the firſt Plan he is ſuppoſed to pals to 
I, but by more than magick Power, not a Mi 
nute or Inſtant of Time allowed for it; for at! 
paſt 5 he is at E, and at; paſt 5 at I; or, if you 
ſuppoſe the Line d E interſected by the Current 
T at x, then he will be at 5 2, from which Place 
Mr. L. recovered ſome Diſtance before Mr. A. 
ſet Sail. I beg Leave to obſerve, that I have 
ſuppoſed Mr. L-—, while paſſing from Y to 
B, out of the Current, though the Direction 
of the Dart T, if the Current ran in a ſtraight 
Line, would have intercepted his Courſe ; but 
I have ſuppoſed him gut of the Current: be- 
cauſe, if he was when at Y, within the Current, at 
Morning he would have been (following the Courle 
of the Current) infinitely wide of the Station which 


Mr. L. and the C. M. aſſign him, viz. right whe 
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of the A, Tho? it is not ," 0 to ſuppoſe Mr. 
Ls Drift was exactly, according to the Rate which 
he ſtates it: Yet, if any one refuſes my Poſtula- 
jun of a greater Drift in the three firſt Hours, 
(for which I had no other Inducement than the 
Purſuance of Mr, L's own Plan as near as poſſible) 
he has my Conſent, and let him conduct Mr. L. 
from Y, according to the Winds in the Log-Book, 
and Mr. L's Rate of Drift, and try if he can bring 
him near right a-head of the Ad. at C, either 
with, or without Currents. I have, in Compliance 
to Mr. L's Plan, ſuppoſed, that Mr. L. drove to 
Vor x in the ſecond Plan, by Means of the Cur- 
tent: Tho? J apprehend in Fact, there was at 
that Time little or no Drift at all, the Current be- 
ing oppoſed by the Wind, and that the Drift was 
while the Wind continued E. SE. 

From this it is demooſtrably evident, that this 
{-If-evident Proof is not ſo evident as Mr, L. ima- 
gines, tho* there is not only the Sanction of Mr. 
L's Authority, but that too of the C. M. for it. 
But what ſhall we fay, if what is deſcribed in his 
Plan ſhould appear to be a mere Chimera, which 
never had Exiſtence but in the Imagination of 
Mr. L. that Mr. L. brought to within the In- 
draught of the Iſlands, but knowing, but conſci- 
ous that it would be an Aggravation of his Neg- 
ect to give Orders for taking Precautions againſt 
being carried away by it, had endeavoured in the 
moſt abſurd Manner in the World to ſhew that he 
did not bring to within the Izdraught, but was 
carried into it by the Shiftings of the Winds. The 
Reaſons inducing me to be of this Opinion, are, 
birt, That Mr. L. when this Affair firſt began to 
le erquired into by the H. of C. (for I don't 
fad it amongſt Mr. M's Queries ſent to Mr. L. 
in the Mediterraneen) in the Commencement of 
the Enquiry, Mr. L. plainly repreſents his Caſe, 

: as 
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as if during the Increaſe of Diſtance his Bearings 
were not altered. In the next Place, the Log- 
Book, the only ſure Guide, confirms this Repte- 
ſentation of Mr. L's, for there is no Variation of 
Bearings mark'd in the Log-Book. Now, if Mr. 
L. had not been at bringing to within the In- 
draught, which diverted the Courſe his Ship 
mould have driven, by Means of the Winds, as 
he was under different Winds from the A. Thoſe 
different Winds muſt have altered the Bearings 
immediately, as appears by his own Plan. Where 
the V. A. drives from B to b, But, ſuppoſing the 
V. A. within the Indraught at bringing to, the 
Middle of the two Currents, P and T, in the firſt 
Plan, running nearly to N E. would (conſidered 
by itſelf) have carried him out of the Line, but 
the Wind coming a-croſs from E. S E. averted 
the Direction of the Current, in Proportion to its 


Force, compared to that of the Current. 
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So that the Concurrence of theſe two different Im- & 
pulſes might have increaſed the Diſtance without as 


any great Matter of Variation in the Bearings, * to, 
ca 
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can be accounted for no other Way; nda! there- 
fore proves, that Mr. L. brought to within the In- 
draught. Mr. L. ſeems to have expected, that the 
Diſtance would have been greater in the Morning; 
for he ſays, Pag. 23, It would not have been to 
© be wondered at, if it had been greater.“ This is 
to be accounted for from the Indraught falling in 
with the Points mark'd P and T between N E. b 
E. and N E. b N. where it was almoſt directly op- 
poſed by the Winds, with the Neptune ſecond of 
which was E. NE. third N E. fourth N. NE, 
And it is plain Mr. M. brought to, South of the 
Current, though Mr. L's Plan places him North 
between the Land and the Current; becauſe if he 
had been North, according to his Courſe taken 
from the Log- Book, he muſt have been carried in- 
to the Indraught before Mr. L. could approach it, 
which did not happen; he muſt therefore have 
brought to, South of the Indraught. And if Mr. 
L. brought to in the Line immediately a- ſtern, it is 
more than probable he brought to within the In- 
draught; becauſe, if his Diviſion had likewiſe 
brought to South of the Indraught, Mr. L's own 
Ship (which had ſeveral a ſtern of her diſtant one 
from another, at leaſt, a Quarter of a Mile) muſt 
have been removed at a conſiderable Diſtance from 
the Indraught, and her firſt Courſe, which was W. S 
W. could not have carried her into the Indraught ; 
and the ſecond Courſe would have removed her ſtill 
father and farther from it. If then Part of his Di- 
viſion had brought to within the Indraught, and 
himſelf at a Diſtance, they would have been ſepa- 
rated ; but as they were carried away all together, I 
think I ſhall not be ill-founded in aſſerting, That Mr. 
L. with his Diviſion brought to within the Indraught. 
The C. M. affirm, Pa. 9, that Mr. L. brought to 
to the Leeward of his Station, reckoning the Wind, 


as appears, Pag 11, at E. S E. If then he brought 


to, to the Leeward of his Station, reckoning the 
Wind 
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Wind at E. S E. and thereby approached the op- 
ite Point W, N W. or the Point W. by N. or 
I am afraid he went nearer the Indraught than 
he ought to have done, according to his Deſcription 
of it. I will not pretend to ſay how far a Man will 
be juſtified in his ConjeQures, who ſhould ſuppoſe 
there was a Deſign and Contrivance more than com- 
mon in the Enemy, with Regard to the Station 
where they bronght to, on the Afternoon before 
the Action, and that they expected the Fate, which 
attended Mr. L. and his Diviſion, would thereby 

come to pals. - | | 
Bur, had itnot been for this unfortunate Night, 
had Mr. L. been in Place the Morning of the Ac- 
tion, as the Britiſh Fleet was ſo ſuperior to the 
combined Fleet, that, even excluſive of Mr. L's 
Diviſion, in the Opinion of the C. M. it was near 
a Match for the combined Fleet, with Mr. L's 
Diviſion, what a Certainty had there been of Vic- 
tory, how ſure the Deſtruction of the Enemy. In 
that Caſe, we had not been now, nor during the 
late Rebellion, ſolicitous about the Deſtination of 
French or Spaniſh Squadrons. The Blow would have 
_ »+humbleCenough the ambitious Projects of the Houſe 
of Bourbon by Land as well as Sea, and put an End 
to a War, whoſe Continuance, with ill Management, 
has brought on us Diſnonour abroad, and Debts, and 
Poverty at home. But Mr. L. has been acquitted; 
he has not only been acquitted, but proſecuted as 
one of the principal Cauſes of the Miſcarriage 
(they are Mr. Ls own Words) the Man * who (he 
himſelf owned) ſaved the Britiſh Fleet, by his pru- 
dent Conduct, not only proſecuted, but procured 
his Conviction and Puniſhment for that very Acti- 
on by which he ſaved the Britiſh Fleet, viz. by 
ſteering according to the 19th Article of the 
Fighting - Inſtructions with the Van of the Enemy) 
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in Order to prevent them from doubling, Cer- 
tainly Mr. L. had more Love for his Co 
than to owe him a Grudge for that Service he did 
his Country, that u = which he 
brought upon the common Enemy of Europe. Nor 
could it have been done with a View to take off 
3 this Evidence againſt himſelf; for, ſurely, that 
would not have been encouraged, or permit- 
ted: But, fruitleſs as any Thing I can ſay of 
his Occaſion will be, I have done with one and 
7 the other Sentence: However, fince I am on the 
Subject of Courts of Juſtice, in Order to keep 
alive that Spirit, which I hope, as long as Time 
will ſubſiſt in this Country, I beg Leave to ſay a 
: Word or two on Courts of Juſtice in general, as 
* they are the Bulwarks, and laft Fences of a Peo- 
— le's Freedom, and claim their ſtricteſt Attention. 
For, in the moſt arbitrary Governments Juſtice ge- 
verally is equally adminiſtered ; but the Advantage 
of a limited Government is only this, that particular 
oc Ferſons are not liable to Oppreſſion, and can de- 
- mand the Protection not of this, or that Miniſter, but 
of the Law ; for, who knows to whoſe Lot it 
u fall to groan under 8 In this Coun- 
5 try cis our particular Priviledge, that no Man can be 
2 . without being tried by Perſons duly ſworn: 
8 ut I think there is ſtill a greater Security, which is 
a ſtrong Attachment to Juſtice, natural in a free 
People, not uſed or habituated to Acts of Injuſ- 
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* tice; for, if the Horror of doing a bad Action will 
de vor bind, how ſhall an Oath bind? And if ever a 
4 Miniſtry ſhall be aſpiring, and wicked enough to 


d. empt an Influence over a Court of Juſtice, to 
* form and mould it to its own Schemes; and a 
19 Court of Juſtice ſball be contemptible, and wicked 

enough to ſubmit to ſuch Meanneſs, the Liberty of 
that Country, wherever -——_ happen, is already 


gone; 
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gone; for it is the Spirit of the Subject alone which 
can maintain the Liberty of the Subject. A Miniſter 
of a juſt Prince making an Attack on the Libeity 
of the Subject, is a common Enemy, a two- edged 
| Sword, wounding at the ſame Time both the Sove. 
| . reign and Subject; as every Attack on the Subject'z 
| Liberty tends to leſſen the Affection of the Subject; 
conſequently, an Oppoſition to any ſuch Attack, 
ö 


is a Service done both to King and Subject. Look. 
ing on Mr. M's and Mr. L's Diſpute as a private 
Affair between Man and Man, I heartily deſpiſe 
it, unacquainted as am with either Party, but 
looking on the Subject. Matter of it as a publick Af. 
| fair, T'think an Affair of greater Conſequence to 
the State never came before the Publick ; and-if 
| its Cauſes are not ſtrictly, impartially, and effectu- 
| ally enquired into, the Precedent will authoriſe A. 
| buſe, fundamentally overturn all Diſcipline, and 
A entail Ruin and Deſtruction on us and Poſterity, 
1 And, as on that Occafion, my Country received 
from thoſe who ought to have been vigorous in 
aſſiſting her, a deep and ſhocking Wound not only 
in her Honour and Glory, but her Intereſt; l 
| have had nothing in View but her Cauſe, in 
; Which, if I can be” of- any Service, I will with 
'Pleafure employ the little Time, which private 
Avocations will allow. 


, | Article of War XI. ce 
Every Captain, Commander, and other Officer ; 2 
Seaman, or Soldier, of any Ship, Frigate, or Veſ- Im 
ſel of War, ſha!l duly obſerve the Commands of 
the Admiral, or other his Superior or Commander of 
of any Squadron, as well for Aſſailing or Setting P. 
upon any Fleet, Squadron, or Ship of the Enemy, Wth 


Pirate, or Rebels, or Joining Battle with them, or IW 


| making Deſence againſt them, as all other the Com- Ci 
| mands 


— — — 
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mands of the Admiral, or other his Superior Com- 
mander, upon Pain to ſuffer Death, or other Pu- 
niſhment as the Quality of his Neglect or Offence 
ſhall deſerve. 5 


9, 1. When the A—l makes a Signal for bring- 
ing to, and lying by, if that Signal doth not Re- 
card the Place as well as Time? 2 

9 2, When the Weather is clear (as the C. 
M. affirm that Night was) and fit for Sailing; if the 
Place is not the principal Thing intended, and the 
Time an accidental Circumſtance, and a neceſſary 
Concomitant, to which the Signal can have no Re- 
ſpect ? = 268} ONT a So 
9. 3. If the Place is the principal Thing to which 
the Signal has Reſpect, why the Place, or princi- 
pal Deſign, ought not to be preſerved; Whether 
the Preſervation of the Place, or lying by as near as 
poſſible in the Place, is not literally within the In- 
yructions ? | „ In > 

9. 4. If th,Command of the A—1 to bring to, 
and lie by, is, Aly obſerved, when the uſual Diſci- 
pline of the Navy is neglected, the conſtant Practice 
of giving Orderg.to preſerve the Station dilregard- 
ed, and a Diſtance ſuffered to increaſe without the 
leaſt Endeavour to oppoſe it? 

Chooſing to avoid all perſonal Reflexions, I wil: 
not aſk ſome Queſtions concerning the compoſing 
certain Co—t-M——|, which I hope will be 
aſked in another Place ſome Time or other, with 
more Authority than I can aſk. 

I will add Nothing more than a ſhort Hiſtory 
of Ariſtides and Themiſtocles who followed different 
Parties in the State, and bore a Hatred to each o- 
ther contracted from their Childhood. But on a 


War with Perfa, they went together out of tne 
City, and joining Hands over an Opening made in 
the 


(52) 
the Farth, vowed to lay afide all Enmity during 
the War, and co-operate with perfect Harmony 
in Conducting the publick Affairs to the beſt Ad- 
vantage for the State. The Obſervation made by 
an ancient Author on that Occaſion was, that the 
Concord and Union of the two Generals was the 
principal Cauſe of the Succeſs obtained by their 
Country over the Perſſan. But what Obſervation 
ſhall I make on cur Affairs? Or to what Purpoſe is 
it for me to obſerve? Let me rather aſk what Ob- 
ſervation has been made by thoſe, whoſe Province, 
whoſe Duty it was to obſerve on them, and execute 
the Juſtice due to an injured Nation, 


NI 


N. B. Te firſt Plan is a Copy of Mr. L— kV. 
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